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NEW PARTNERSHIPS & POSSIBILITIES

What a year! Despite the overwhelming volume of tough world news, we
remain optimistic and focused on possibilities. For those of you who've helped
move our conservation mission forward, we are truly grateful.

This year, we improved nearly 100 acres of terrestrial habitat, made 2.5 miles
of stream improvements, assessed more than 1,000 acres of mining land for
environmental hazards, sponsored one college student scholarship, and
engaged more than 300 children in outdoor nature science activities.

Leading into 2022, we have new or expanded partnerships with Colorado Parks
& Wildlife, Winter Wildlands Alliance, South Park Recreation Center, Park
County School District RE2, and the Fairplay Library.


https://www.mrhi.org/

If you've been waiting to become more engaged in meaningful conservation
and education in the Mosquito Range, make this your year! Find new
opportunities below and look for even more in this new year.

Area Students in Conservation Action!

Big thanks to the National Honor Society of South
Park High School for helping to restore important
habitat alongside Fourmile Creek. With help from
South Park Ranger District, MRHI and advisor
Peter Lubin, students seeded and planted willows
in an area that had been severely damaged by
years of illegal use. Seeding marks the first step
toward restoring this degraded habitat, which will
take years to fully recover.

MRHI Launches SnowSchool

MRHI has partnered with Winter Wildlands Alliance to become a
SnowSchool site. Watch for expanded winter programming including snow
science for kids, children's snowshoe/ski discovery hikes and more. We
also have a new partnership with the South Park Recreation Center to
host a FREE nordic ski workshop & series of classes at a reduced rate to
members.

Of course, our annual MRHI Poker Glide will continue to be part of our
winter program! We'll need volunteers for the "glide." Email us if you'd like
to help make it happen.

The Search for Rare Plants

You might be amazed at the
combination of rare alpine plants that
grow in our study area and nowhere
else in the world! We monitor them
closely to watch for recreation or

temperature change impacts. We

also look for undocumented species,

mapping them and reporting our

findings to the CO Natural Heritage

Program. Our team monitored 250+ Long-term monitoring provides

acres of high alpine habitat this year. = MRHI and federal management
agencies with a better idea of




MRHI crews also resurveyed sites
established in 2016 as part of the
GLORIA Project to track changes to
alpine vegetation communities with
respect to environmental variables
such as soil temperature and
precipitation. No significant soil
temperature changes were found but
there was a concerning lack of one
type of plant we would expect to see.
We'll take another look for them next
season.

how floral communities in the
Mosquito Range respond to
increased recreation, land-use
and climate-related disturbances.

Interested? We're looking for very
dedicated volunteers. The
learning curve is significant but
rewarding. Email info@mrhi.org if
you have time to dedicate to this
special project.

Record Donations on CO Gives Day!

Tuesday, Dec. 7th, marked Colorado Gives
Day, a statewide day of philanthropy. This
year, MRHI received a record 31 donations
amounting to more than $3,700! To
everyone who supported us, thank you for
supporting conservation in the Mosquito
Range!

If you haven't had time yet, we'd be grateful
for your donation to keep our children's
programming free, and continued rare plant
work, trail and habitat restoration, and
more. Every little bit counts!

Families Celebrate the Solstice



mailto:info@mrhi.org

Input Needed!

If you hike, bike, camp, climb, hunt, or otherwise recreate in the Mosquito
Range, now is the time to let the USFS know how you think it should be
managed! The South Park Ranger District is currently seeking comments
on the Kite Lake Improvement Plan, which will focus on managing issues
related to increased visitation at Kite Lake and Buckskin Gulch.

Please submit any comments by January 9, 2022. For more information,
download the full letter at mrhi.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Cross-Country Ski Clinic

Date: Saturday, January 15

Time: 9 am

Target: Open to everyone!

Location: South Park Rec Center, Beaver Creek
Cost: FREE! No preregistration required.

Join MRHI and SPRC for an equipment care and maintenance class followed by
a guided ski up Beaver Creek Trail! For more information, please email
info@southparkrec.org

CAIC Know Before You Go - Virtual Avy Education Program
Date: Thursday, January 20


https://www.mrhi.org/uploads/8/7/8/6/87862106/scopingletter_kitelake_dec_10.pdf

Time: 6 - 7 p.m.

Target: Anyone who recreates in avalanche-prone areas
Location: Virtual

Cost: FREE! No registration required.

MRHI Annual Meeting - SAVE THE DATE

Date: Saturday, January 29

Time: Afternoon - TBD

Target: Open to everyone!

Location: Alma

Stay posted for further details! Want to play a bigger role? Chat with us about
becoming a board member or committee chair!

Nordic Ski Classes

Dates: February 4, 11, and 18; March 4, 11, and 18

Time: 1 pm

Target: Teens/Adults

Location: South Park Rec Center

Rec Ctr/MRHI Member Cost: $80 for all 6 classes, $15 per individual class
Non-Member Cost: $100 for all 6 classes, $20 per individual class

Join MRHI and SPRC for cross-country ski classes throughout February and
March! To register, and for more information, please call 719-836-0747.

EVENT DETAILS & UPDATES POSTED ON FACEBOOK @saveamosquito

COLORADO

Gorgeous 2022
MRHI Calendars
Now Available!

Locations include
USFS South Park
Ranger District, South
Park City Museum,
several local Alma &
Fairplay stores, or

www.mrhi.org

PLEASE JOIN US!

Stay tuned for volunteer opportunities. Donate. Become a

member today. Connect us to more passionate conservationists!

We need you to make a real difference.
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